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Young
Actress
Working
Her Way
to Houston
Stardom
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Housiominn sauresn

emlerred The

seene of o murder &l was

tusked tosodve the erime with

fellow  pariicipants o

Mauraen showed off bath fer acting abily and her

sentse of Purmor on & meeent {satAmencat (rogram i
Washmgion, OC

Lencl Amenca. a P-day con-
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fefence for young leaders in
Washingion. DuC,
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wer marmiad roni e, W e h L

Il Was 4

Howston e ludes munders...
but only o sfage!

A seveinth grader at 5t
Anme’s Catholic School,
Klawrgen been secn on siage
she wias seven. Bui
when a flyer came to her
home advertizsing
Americi, she decicded 1oy
i1 ou,

= 1MCE

Lzad

I saicl, O, look at all o
s st Mavreen said, <
wits highly attractad to the
C5] siuft, the investigatons,
it was like wha 1 see om
Ty~

Ll Aanerics allosws par-
fapads o choose an aca-
e Reld, whichthey then
stuglied for the program’s
deration. Maureen lived in
Cieorgetown  Universily
doimis. I||||J I|'.:; T RETHERNVL
muarkcd the langest time shie™s

spent awiay from her family
“Ewvery mormng. we
rtaof e oy ourowm

: ""h'l_'. WM

mate and 1 organized o

widnnalil s
Maureen sand

sehedules to wake upid fe 30,
and 1 have analarm clock o
(1} wistch that | set. 1T that
didn't wake w3 up. my
roommate s moan called her
cell .‘.\!‘I'\.:-:I'\.'. :

Participants ate breaktis
ot their owmn, then “rallied”
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with the rest of the group. From
then on. the pariicipanis were
thiroraem imies rél=lafe seenarios. On
the tirst day, Maureen's group
wealked prtis the seene of o murder,

“Wy'e had to question all eye wik-
nessas and such umtil we g an
answer, which they didn'n 12l ws
untal the Last day,” Maureen ald,

Maureen leamed how o take
fingerprints, compare buller cas-
ings, and collect eiher clues. with
the help of memors. [n addition,
LeadAmerica participants wenl on
severl feld rips, including visis
to Uinwon Sation. the U5, Capmiod,
the Library of Medicine, the Mu-
seum of History, past Ue Wiate
House, and “guile a bl of nivenu-
ments”” Maureen said.

“Ihighly enpoyed the ficld rips,”
she saml, “bul my favorite pirt was

actually living the experience of

51, and all of the adventure.”
The adventure wis a lintle mvch

al Nirst For Kathy whhr
staved in Maryland with a frend
until the program ended,

“I couldn™t bring myself 1o just
dump her on the east coast,”

“But | can't de-
scribe to you the independence [she
gained], it"s amseing.”

The program was unlike most of
Maureen's activitics in Houstomn,
all af which are related 1o the ans.
Her first theater experience was in
the ensemble for “There's Mo Busi-
neas Like Spow Business,'” a The-
atre Under the Stars (TUTS) pro-
duction

Since then, Maureen s carcerhas
blossomed 1o include the role ol
[orothy in the ST Anne’s Catholic
Schood production of “The Wizand
pf 0z Marta in Masguerads
Theatre™s *Soumd of Music,” and
even an Alley Theawre Young Per-
formers comamercial with Time
Warner Cable, among many oth-

£T=,

In addition, Maurcen has had
training in jazz, tap, ballet, singing.
piansy, viedin, golf, swimming and
phetography: but Kaothy Fenminges
doesn't let her danghter’s after
school activities impedeon her edu-
calion.

“Maurcen enced sixth grade
with a 97 overage and is a whiz af
rmath,” “Sheknows
the priority 15 school and theatre 12
the first thing 1o 2o if grdes go
down. She wants theatre so bedly
that her time management skills
are wcredible.”

Most recenily, Maureei was o
siage ai The Alley Theatre as Gloria
im Wit Untl Dark.” a Scob
Schwarls -|:-1|-.;]_|.-._-|i._-.n_

“Towad sofia weird being the
only kid on the cost, bl il wad
really fun.” Moursen =aid. "1 en-
Jowved working with all of the pros,
they really helped me out.”



